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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  A 


MASS  MEETING 


OF  TI1E 


CITIZENS  OF  PHILADELPHIA, 


HELD  MARCH  24,  1871, 


AT  THE  ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC, 


TO  PROTEST  AGAINST  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  A  COMMISSION  FOR  THE 

ERECTION  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

COLLINS,  PRINTER,  705  JAYNE  STREET, 

1871. 


Id  pursuance  of  the  following  call : — 


UglT  AROUSE! 

A  MASS  MEETING 


OF  CITIZENS  AND  TAX-PAYERS,  WITHOUT  DISTINCTION  OF  PARTY, 

will  be  held  at  the 

ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC, 

ON  FRIDAY  EVENING,  MARCH  24, 
at  seven  o’clock,  to  concert  measures  for 


ABOLISHING 

THE  PUBLIC  BUILDING  COMMISSION! 


REMEMBER,  CITIZENS  !  that  this  Odious  Commission  his  been  inflicted 
on  us ;  REMEMBER,  it  was  created  not  only  without  petition  or  memorial, 
but  against  well-settled  and  previously-expressed  Public  Opinion ;  that  it  is 
clothed  with  dangerous  powers,  and  is  practically 


that  out  of  this 


MASTER  OF  THE  PEOPLE ! 
REMEMBER, 


GRASPING,  CENTRALIZED  TYRANNY 

issued  the 

THREE  CORRUPT  RINGS 
which  were  condemned  last  week. 


LET  US  STRANGLE  THE  ELDEST  BORN  OF  THIS  MONGREL  BROOD,  AND 

RESTORE  TO  THE  CITY  HER 

LOST  RIGHTS! 

Let  every  Prudent,  Honest  Citizen  be  present. 

Let  every  Friend  of  TRUE  REFORM  assist. 

Let  every  Patriot  who  has  Faith  in  Self-Government  and  Direct  Represen¬ 
tation  aid. 

COME  FROM  EVERY  WARD. 

COME,  determined  that  the  Tax-payers  shall  be  allowed  to  select  their  own 
Commissioners. 

COME,  and  crush  the  Self-appointed  and  Usurping  Power  that  dares  to 

DEFY  PUBLIC  OPINION 
and  destroy  Free  Government. 

ABLE  SPEAKERS, 
of  all  Parties,  will  address  the  meeting. 

By  order  of  a  Committee  of  Citizens 

WITHOUT  DISTINCTION  OF  PARTY. 

On  the  appointed  evening  the  Academy  of  Music  was  filled  with  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  crowd  of  the  best  citizens  of  Philadelphia.  Every  opening  leading  to 
the  auditorium  was  densely  packed,  and  thousands  were  obliged  to  leave  the 
building  from  inability  to  hear  the  speakers  or  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings. 
The  utmost  unanimity  prevailed,  and  the  whole  vast  assemblage  was  animated 
with  the  determination  to  vindicate  the  right  of  self-government,  of  which  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  had  been  deprived  by  the  creation  of  the  Building  Com¬ 
mission. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Joseph  T.  Thomas,  Esq., 
and  was  organized  as  follows  : — 

PRESIDENT. 

Hon.  Charles  Gibbons. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Hon.  John  Swift,  Ex-Mayor.  Hon.  Charles  Gilpin,  Ex-Mayor. 

Hon.  Richard  Yaux,  Ex-Mayor.  Hon.  Alexander  Henry,  Ex-Mayor. 
Hon.  Morton  McMichael,  Ex-Mayor. 


Matthew  Baird. 

R.  Nebinger. 

James  L.  Claghorn, 

R.  Rundle  Smith. 

Herman  J.  Lombaert. 

Isaac  Norris. 

Edward  C.  Knight. 

Charles  J.  Biddle. 

Isaac  S.  Waterman. 

Richard  Garsed. 

John  Thorn  ley. 

John  Farnum. 

Asa  Whitney. 

John  T.  Montgomery. 

N.  B.  Browme. 

Jno.  P.  Verree. 

J.  Gillingham  Fell. 

S.  A.  Stern. 

Jno.  C.  Bullitt. 

Thomas  Sparks. 

Seth  J.  Comly. 

James  E.  Gowen. 

James  C.  Hand. 

Henry  Winsor. 

John  Campbell. 

Geo.  S.  Repplier. 

Richard  C.  McMurtrie. 

John  Hulme. 

Caleb  Cope. 

Edward  Armstrong. 

Wm.  Wister. 

Geo.  Whitney. 

Caleb  H.  Needles. 

Charles  Wheeler. 

Henry  D.  Flickwir. 

Townsend  Ward. 

Henry  G.  Morris. 

Wm.  E.  Littleton. 

Edward  S.  Buckley. 

John  E.  Addicks. 

Edward  Penington,  Jr. 

Thomas  Allman. 

Hon.  Wm.  V.  Pettit. 

Genl.  Wm.  M.  Riley. 

Charles  Vezin. 

Thomas  M.  Cullen. 

Henry  C.  Carey. 

Andrew  Sterling. 
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VICE-PRESIDENTS—  Continued. 


Hon.  James  Page. 

Wm.  Wiler. 

Lindley  Smyth. 

Thomas  Brown. 

George  W.  Biddle. 

Jas.  P.  Morrison. 

Archibald  Campbell. 

Wm.  M.  Yomer. 

Fred.  Horstmann. 

Wm.  Adamson. 

Wm,  C.  Kelly. 

Major  David  P.  Weaver. 

Danl.  P.  Shunk. 

Capt.  J.  Francis  Mahr. 

Edward  Wiler. 

John  Ashhurst. 

Stewart  Mcllroy. 

John  E.  Graeff. 

Wm.  II.  Knowles. 

Charles  L.  Borie. 

John  Powell. 

C.  J.  Hoffman. 

Jas.  Hoffman. 

Joseph  Swift. 

Col.  Robert  Gray. 

James  D.  Smith. 

Col.  Harm  anus  Neff. 

Clement  Biddle. 

James  M.  Hall. 

Henry  C.  Townsend. 

Gibson  Peacock. 

Richard  Walmsly. 

Jacob  Riegel. 

T.  Horace  Brown. 

Henry  Perkins. 

John  L.  Lawson. 

Geo.  P.  Longhead. 

E.  Tracy. 

L.  P.  Ashmead. 

Joseph  T.  Thomas. 

Chas.  Ingersoll. 

Henry  Randall. 

Jos.  Wm.  Miller. 

Joseph  Patterson. 

Washington  J.  Jackson. 

Evan  Randolph. 

Edward  Kelley. 

Saunders  Lewis. 

Jno.  W.  Frazier. 

Chas.  S.  Ogden. 

P.  Martin. 

Edward  Strickland. 

Jno,  F.  Bowen. 

Wm.  A.  Rolin. 

Geo.  Burnham. 

Wm.  D.  Wetherill. 

Jos.  H.  Trotter. 

Edward  Hoopes. 

SECRETARIES. 

Geo.  Whitney. 

Campbell  Tucker. 

R.  R.  Corson. 

Myer  Asch. 

Henry  Blanchard. 

Jos.  R.  Wilkins,  Jr. 

Tkos.  McElroy. 

John  Harrison. 

Victor  Gu  ill ou. 

James  J.  MacDowell. 

J.  Bernard  Wilson. 

Ed.  Samuel. 

C.  B.  Baeder. 

Jos.  G.  Rosengarten. 

Jos.  K.  McCammon. 

Brinton  Coxe. 

James  N.  Barnes. 

Albert  L.  Williams. 

Lewis  Wain  Smith. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


Whereas ,  Our  political  institutions  are  based  upon  the  recognized 
principle  that  all  just  government  must  be  founded  upon  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  governed ;  and 

Whereas ,  Whenever  this  principle  is  violated,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  people  to  protest  and  to  agitate  until  the}T  secure  the  recogni¬ 
tion  of  their  rights;  and 

Whereas ,  No  more  flagrant  violation  of  this  principle  can  be  per¬ 
petrated  than  placing  the  levying  and  disbursing  of  the  money  of 
the  people  in  the  hands  of  irresponsible  and  virtually  self-appointed 
individuals,  who  do  not  hold  their  offices  from  the  people,  and  are 
not  accountable  to  the  people:  Therefore,  Resolved — 

I.  That  we  protest  against  the  creation  by  the  Act  of  August 
5th,  1870,  of  a  Commission  to  erect  Public  Buildings  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  a  grave  infraction  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  dan¬ 
gerous  to  our  liberties  in  itself,  and  even  more  dangerous  as  a 
precedent  for  the  future. 

II.  That  it  is  a  virtual  declaration  that  the  people  of  Philadelphia 
are  incompetent  for  the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  and 
is  thus  not  only  an  insult  to  our  community,  but  a  direct  and 
flagrant  attack  upon  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  theory  of  government. 

III.  That  in  several  respects  it  is  even  more  objectionable  than  the 
other  proposed  commissions  which  have  been  so  emphatically 
condemned  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  which  would  never 
have  been  attempted  but  for  our  apparent  acquiescence  in  this 
first  and  greatest  wrong.  For — 

It  was  created,  not  at  the  request  of  the  people,  but  of  those 
who  hoped  to  obtain  position  under  it. 

No  term  of  years  is  designated  for  the  service  of  its  members, 
who  may  render  their  office  virtually  perpetual  at  their 
pleasure. 
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It  lias  power  to  enlarge  its  numbers  and  to  fill  all  vacancies, 
so  that  a  temporary  majority  may  obtain  exclusive  control 
over  its  organization. 

It  is  authorized  to  levy  taxes  at  its  discretion,  and  to  expend 
them  without  check  or  supervision,  so  that  there  is  no 
safeguard  to  prevent  the  money  of  the  people  from  being 
used  for  the  worst  purposes  of  corruption  and  extrava¬ 
gance. 

Its  proceedings  thus  far  have  not  secured  for  it  the  confidence 
of  the  people. 

It  has  manifested  an  intention  to  erect  buildings  at  a  cost 
wholly  beyond  the  financial  capacity  of  the  city;  and  it 
has  shown  a  disregard  of  public  opinion  and  of  prudential 
warnings  that  justifies  grave  fears  for  the  future  welfare 
of  the  community,  if  it  is  allowed  to  remain  in  existence 
and  to  accomplish  its  purposes. 

IV.  That  we  regard  the  so-called  u  Compromise’’  bill  recently  in? 
troduced  by  Senator  Connell  as  even  more  objectionable  than 
the  original  act,  inasmuch  as  the  gain  of  preserving  the  inter¬ 
section  of  Broad  and  Market  streets  is  more  than  outweighed 
by  the  enlarged  power  granted  to  the  Commission,  of  taking 
private  property,  of  paying  for  its  expenditures  by  bonds,  and 
of  controlling  the  free  action  of  the  City  Councils  with  regard 
to  loans  and  appropriations,  thus  striking  a  fatal  blow  at  the 
credit  and  prosperity  of  Philadelphia. 

V.  That  a  Committee  of  forty  representative  citizens  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  be  appointed  by  the  Chairman,  with  power  to  increase 
their  number  and  fill  vacancies,  to  visit  Harrisburg,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  these  resolutions  before  the  Legislature  and 
Governor,  and  of  conveying  to  them  the  desire  of  our  commu¬ 
nity  for  the  enactment  of  the  bill  introduced  by  Senator 
Dechert,  whereby  the  question  of  the  Public  Buildings  will  be 
restored  to  the  control  of  the  City  Councils,  to  whose  jurisdic¬ 
tion  it  rightfully  belongs,  and  who  will  duly  obey  the  wishes 
of  the  people. 
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REMARKS  OF  HON.  CHARLES  GIBBONS. 

Mr.  Gibbons,  on  being  called  to  the  chair,  came  forward, 
and  after  being  warmly  applauded,  said  : — 

Although  in  full  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  this  meeting, 

I  knew  nothing  of  its  origin,  and  had  not  expected,  until  a 
few  hours  ago,  to  take  any  part  in  its  proceedings.  I  am 
here  by  invitation,  and  gratefully  accept  the  honorable  posi¬ 
tion  to  which  I  have  been  called. 

The  object  of  this  meeting,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  adopt 
measures  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  repeal  by  the  Legislature  of 
an  obnoxious  law  establishing  a  Commission  for  the  erection  of 
public  buildings  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  opposition 
to  this  law  is  not  founded  in  any  personal  objections  or  hos¬ 
tility  to  the  Commissioners,  but  on  a  principle  which  underlies 
all  our  American  ideas  of  popular  government,  namely,  the 
right  of  the  people  of  every  community  to  be  fairly  heard  in 
relation  to  all  contemplated  measures  which  may  concern  their 
common  welfare. 

Philadelphia,  a  city  of  800,000  inhabitants,  vested  with  all 
the  powers  necessary,  and  controlling  the  means  required  for 
such  improvements,  in  which  nobody  was  interested  but  her 
own  citizens,  neither  sought  nor  needed  the  passage  of  such  a 
law.  Her  authorities,  the  proper  powers  to  decide  what  build¬ 
ings  are  needed  for  public  purposes,  and  to  determine  their  ex¬ 
tent  and  limit  their  cost,  were  never  consulted  upon  the  subject. 
The  Legislature  of  last  year  is  responsible  for  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  act,  which  has  no  precedent  in  the  history  of  our  State, 
and  for  which  there  can  be  no  excuse  or  justification. 

I  know  very  well  that  the  division  of  our  territory  into 
counties,  townships,  and  cities  has  been  held  by  the  highest 
judicial  authority  not  to  withdraw  these  municipal  divisions 
from  the  control  of  the  State  in  matters  of  internal  government. 

Cases  may  arise  in  which  the  exercise  of  the  supreme  power 
may  be  necessary  to  the  health  or  peace  of  a  community,  the 
protection  of  civil  rights,  or  the  preservation  of  public  morals. 
But  such  an  interference  with  our  internal  government  as  this 
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law  contemplates,  can  only  be  designated  as  an  uncalled-for  and 
vicious  exercise  of  authority,  with  no  respect  for  the  true  in¬ 
terests  of  the  community  to  be  affected  by  it.  If  the  sense  of 
the  people  of  Philadelphia  could  have  been  taken  in  relation 
to  this  measure  before  it  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  it  would 
have  been  denounced  and  rejected  by  them  as  an  insult  to  their 
intelligence,  an  invasion  of  their  rights,  and  a  yoke  upon  their 
necks.  [Cheers.]  In  what  interest  it  was  drafted,  how  it 
reached  the  halls  of  legislation,  or  by  what  influence  it  became 
a  law,  it  is  now  too  late  to  inquire.  The  only  question  is, 
whether  there  are  good  reasons  for  its  repeal. 

I  never  read  or  saw  the  act  until  this  day,  and  I  presume  it 
has  been  seen  and  read  by  a  small  portion  only  of  our  citizens. 
It  is  not  found  in  the  volume  of  printed  laws.  It  was  held  by 
the  Governor  for  several  months  after  the  Legislature  adjourned, 
and  was  not  approved  until  the  5th  of  August  last.  This 
accounts  for  the  fact  of  non-publication.  This  act,  as  I  under¬ 
stand  and  read  it,  does  much  more  than  establish  a  temporary 
commission.  Practically  it  creates  a  close  corporation,  whose 
powers  are  supreme,  whose  members  are  not  responsible  for 
anything  they  do,  but  may  perpetuate  their  power  by  trans¬ 
mission,  and  to  whom  all  the  people  and  all  the  authorities  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  are  made  subservient.  No  city  on  the 
American  continent  has  ever  borne  such  a  mark  of  degradation 
as  is  stamped  upon  our  charter  by  this  most  iniquitous  law. 

The  first  section  constitutes  certain  persons  Commissioners 
for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  requisite  to  accommodate 
the  courts  and  for  all  municipal  purposes,  in  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  who  are  directed  to  11  procure  such  plans  for  said 
buildings  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  needful;  appoint  from 
their  own  number  a  president,  and  from  other  than  their  num¬ 
ber  a  secretary,  treasurer,  solicitor,  a  competent  architect  and 
assistants,  and  other  employees ;  fix  the  compensation  of  each 
person  employed  by  them,  and  do  all  other  acts  necessary  in  their 
judgment  to  carry  out  the  intent  of  this  act  in  relation  to  said  public 
buildings  ;  fill  any  vacancies  which  may  happen  by  death ,  resigna¬ 
tion,  or  otherwise;  and  if,  in  the  judgment  of  said  Commission, 
they  shall  deem  it  advisable  to  increase  their  number,  they  may, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  their  whole  number,  increase  said 
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commission  from  time  to  time  to  any  number  not  exceeding 
thirteen.” 

The  act  further  provides  that  the  Commission  shall  make  all 
needful  contracts  for  the  construction  of  said  buildings,  and 
make  requisitions  on  the  City  Councils  every  year  for  all  the 
money  they  want,  without  limitation  of  time  or  amount,  and 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Councils  to  lay  a  special  tax  to  raise 
all  the  money  which  the  commission  may  demand. 

If  the  act  had  provided  in  so  many  words  that  the  Commis¬ 
sion  should  have  perpetual  succession,  it  would  have  used  the 
ordinary  language  found  in  other  acts  creating  corporations. 
It  would  have  been  a  little  more  startling  than  the  phrase 
actually  employed,  which  means  precisely  the  same  thing.  The 
power  to  fill  vacancies  from  time  to  time,  is  clearly,  I  think,  a 
power  of  keeping  the  commission  alive  forever.  Its  duties  do 
not  end  when  the  buildings  are  finished;  but  it  then  takes 
Independence  Square  in  charge,  and  is  to  remove  all  the  build¬ 
ings  except  the  Hall,  and  put  the  grounds  in  order  for  public 
use.  How  long  it  is  to  live  after  that,  nobody  knows. 

The  latter  part  of  the  act  reads  as  follows : — 

“  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Mayor,  the  City  Controller,  City 
Commissioners,  and  City  Treasurer,  and  of  all  other  officers  of 
the  city,  and  also  the  duty  of  the  Councils  of  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  to  do  and  perform  all  such  acts  in  aid  and  promotion 
of  the  intent  and  purpose  of  this  act  of  Assembly,  as  said 
Commission  may  from  time  to  time  require.” 

These  are  the  prominent  features  of  this  most  extraordinary 
act,  which  contains  no  provisions  from  beginning  to  end  for  the 
dissolution  of  a  body  invested  with  more  power  than  any  one 
branch  of  our  municipal  government;  every  department  being 
thus  made  subject  to  its  irresponsible  and  imperious  will.  This 
is  all  the  power  over  the  rights  and  property  of  the  people  that 
the  most  remorseless  despot  could  ever  desire.  What  matters 
it  whom  you  elect  to  any  municipal  office,  if  he  is  to  become, 
not  your  servant,  responsible  to  you  for  his  conduct,  but  the 
mere  slave  of  an  irresponsible  corporation,  which  may  be 
managed  to-day  by  intelligent  and  worthy  citizens,  but  to¬ 
morrow  by  knaves  and  fools?  [Cheers.] 

I  have  said  that  it  creates  practically  a  close  corporation, 
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but  it  lacks  one  important  feature  of  such  creations — and  that 
is  the  liability  to  be  sued.  It  cannot  be  sued  for  anything  it  does, 
or  omits  to  do.  The  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  has  no  voice 
in  its  proceedings,  is  bound  by  them,  and  is  liable  to  be  sued 
on  any  and  all  of  its  contracts,  although  a  party  to  none  of 
them!  Will  any  man  of  intelligence  in  this  community,  who 
reads  and  understands  this  act,  venture  to  say  upon  his  honor 
and  conscience  that  he  approves  it  ? 

I  have  said  that  the  Legislature  of  last  year  is  responsible  for 
it;  but  did  that  Legislature  understand  it?  It  is  a  law  of  one 
section  only.  The  power  to  construct  buildings,  the  power  to 
fill  vacancies,  the  power  to  direct  the  amount  of  money  to  be 
raised  annually  by  taxation,  the  duty  of  the  City  Councils  to 
levy  the  tax  and  pay  it  over,  the  power  to  demolish  the  build¬ 
ings  on  Independence  Square,  the  submission  of  the  question 
of  the  site  to  a  vote  of  the  people,  the  gift  of  the  four  lots  on 
Penn  Square  to  as  many  private  corporations,  in  case  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  votes  should  be  in  favor  of  Washington  Square,  the 
duty  of  all  the  officers  of  the  city  to  do  the  bidding  of  the 
Commission — -all  of  them  distinct  powers  and  duties,  which  in 
a  bill  fairly  and  properly  drafted  would  have  been  presented 
in  separate  sections,  are  all  jumbled  together  in  one  paragraph, 
covering  four  octavo  pages  of  printed  matter!  This  could  not 
have  been  done  without  an  object,  and  that  object  could  have 
been  no  other  than  to  prevent  its  proper  and  intelligent  con¬ 
sideration  and  discussion  in  the  Legislature.  This  is  one  of  the 
tricks  sometimes  resorted  to  in  order  to  secure  the  prompt 
passage  of  improper  bills.  It  is  only  charitable  to  suppose 
that  it  never  would  have  passed  at  all  if  the  majority  had  fully 
understood  its  true  intent  and  meaning,  which  was  hardly  pos¬ 
sible  in  the  hurry  of  legislation  and  the  form  in  which  it  was 
presented.  [Cheers.] 

Think  of  it,  ponder  it  well,  my  fellow-citizens,  and  let  your 
voices  be  heard  and  your  power  felt  in  the  assertion  of  your 
rights,  and  emphatic  condemnation  of  this  most  oppressive  and 
mischievous  act  of  legislative  authority.  It  is  not  whether  the 
public  buildings  shall  be  erected  here  or  there — that  is  only  a 
question  of  expediency  which  I,  for  one,  care  nothing  about. 
It  is  not  whether  the  present  commissioners  are  competent  and 
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trustworthy,  and  will  prove  faithful  to  the  trust — I  believe  they 
will.  The  great  question  is  whether  our  municipal  govern¬ 
ment  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people — whether 
their  property  is  to  be  taxed  by  a  power  in  which  they  are  not 
represented,  which  is  not  accountable  to  them  for  anything  it 
does,  which  is  saddled  upon  them  against  their  will,  and  over 
which  they  have  no  control. 

Besides  this,  the  mere  question  of  money  is  important.  Our 
municipal  debt  now  amounts  to  more  than  $50,000,000,  and  is 
steadily  increasing.  I  do  not  believe  the  Legislature  knew  this 
when  it  was  induced  to  give  a  carte-blanche  to  the  Commission 
for  the  erection  of  public  buildings.  In  my  judgment,  we  can 
better  afford  to  wait  for  them  than  pay  for  them. 

If  the  Legislature  can  lawfully  impose  this  Commission  upon 
Philadelphia,  making  all  the  authorities  of  the  city  subject  to 
eleven  men,  invested  with  absolute  power  to  spend  all  the 
money  they  choose,  and  to  fix  the  rate  of  taxation  from  year 
to  year  without  requiring  a  voucher  for  anything  or  an  account 
to  anybody,  then  we  are  nearer  to  a  despotism  than  I  had  ever 
supposed.  They  may  as  well  create  a  commission  of  one  in¬ 
dividual,  delegating  to  him  all  the  power  of  the  people,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  he  should  not  come  from  Erie  or 
Altoona,  and  assume  the  government  of  Philadelphia. 

I  can  hardly  doubt  that  if  this  subject  is  fully  understood  by 
the  present  Legislature,  the  law  will  be  repealed,  and  the  people 
of  our  city  will  be  permitted  to  act  in  this  matter  through  their 
proper  authorities  as  they  may  think  best. 

REMARKS  OF  J.  T.  THOMAS,  ESQ. 

Mr.  Thomas  introduced  the  Resolutions,  and  supported  them 
as  follows : — 

I  remember  hearing  Daniel  Webster  exclaim,  at  a  reception 
given  him  in  this  city,  “  I  wish  to  live  under  free  laws,  while  I 
live  at  all.” 

It  impressed  me  as  being  one  of  those  vigorous  and  well- 
composed  sentences  for  which  that  great  statesman  was  so 
famous ;  but  it  conveyed  a  depth  of  meaning  far  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  its  mere  style,  and,  I  think,  it  will  answer  for  the 
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text  of  the  very  brief  remarks  which  I  intend  to  make  this 
evening.  We  wish  to  live  under  free  laws,  equal  laws,  such  as 
are  binding  upon  one  man  as  upon  another,  without  distinc¬ 
tion. 

Laws  enacted  by  our  representatives,  in  whose  selection  we 
have  had  a  voice,  and  not  by  a  small  oligarchy  of  a  half  dozen 
men,  with  unlimited  powers  for  the  creation  of  public  debt  and 
consequent  taxation,  wholly  irresponsible  to  any  power,  legis¬ 
lative  or  judicial,  and  entirely  unaccountable  to  the  people. 

The  text  I  have  suggested  may  be  said  to  form  the  very  basis 
of  representative  government ;  it  covers  the  great  principle  that 
taxation  and  representation  should  go  together.  The  disregard 
of  this  principle  by  Great  Britain  was  one  of  the  main  points 
which  convulsed  the  Colonies  one  hundred  years  ago,  led  to  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  our  ultimate  severance  from  the 
mother  country.  The  question  is  whether  this  principle  is 
worth  all  the  blood  that  was  shed  to  sustain  it.  We  intend  to 
invite  the  Avorld  to  meet  with  us  here  five  years  from  the  Fourth 
of  July  next,  to  celebrate  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the 
proclamation  of  this  great  republican  principle  in  this  city. 
Shall  we  meanly  confess  that  it  was  a  mockery,  a  false  pre¬ 
tence,  a  mere  sham? 

We  have  a  representative  government  in  our  municipality, 
composed  of  an  executive  and  two  legislative  branches,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  national  government  and  that  of  the  State.  The 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  granted  us  all  the  requisite 
chartered  powers,  enlarging  and  amending  them  from  time  to 
time  as  our  needs  require.  This  local  government,  so  estab¬ 
lished,  composed  of  our  own  chosen  representatives,  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  enacting  our  laws.  This  is  strictly  constitu¬ 
tional  government.  Then  why  seek  to  change  it?  By  so 
doing  we  must  make  the  humiliating  confession  in  July,  1876, 
that,  as  far  as  we  of  Philadelphia  (the  Revolutionary  cradle) 
are  concerned,  this  representative  government  for  which  we 
have  struggled  is  a  failure.  For  these  reasons  I  hope  the 
Building  Commission  Law  will  be  repealed.  I  attended  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  citizens  at  Horticultural  Hall,  a  week  or  two  ago,  called 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  opinion  against  bills  for 
other  commissions  then  pending  in  the  Legislature.  The  meeting 
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was  a  very  large  one,  and  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  resolu¬ 
tions  very  emphatic.  Almost  immediately  afterwards  those 
schemes  were  killed  in  the  Legislature  by  negative  reports 
from  the  committees  to  whom  they  were  referred.  You  will  all 
recollect  a  circumstance  which  occurred  a  few  years  ago  with 
regard  to  the  freight  railway  tracks  which  disfigured  Broad 
Street.  The  Legislature  had  enacted  that  they  should  be  re¬ 
moved  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  that  law,  but  just 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time,  the  companies  interested  in 
keeping  the  tracks  down,  repaired  to  Harrisburg  and  endea¬ 
vored  to  obtain  an  extension  of  the  time.  Many  of  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  this  city  were  in  favor  of  granting  the  exten¬ 
sion,  and  the  bill  was  certain  to  be  passed,  but  our  city  fathers 
wisely  stole  a  march  upon  them  by  sending  out  large  gangs  of 
men  at  night  with  their  lanterns  and  the  necessary  tools.  They 
tore  them  up,  and  the  next  morning  the  rails  could  be  seen 
piled  up  near  the  curbstones.  "When  this  information  was 
telegraphed  to  Harrisburg,  no  one  was  found  in  the  Legislature 
who  favored  the  bill  granting  an  extension  of  time.  The  voice 
of  the  people  was  too  powerful — so  may  that  voice  always  be. 
We  have  now  had  two  large  meetings  against  these  Public 
Commissions.  I  have  seen  no  call  for  a  meeting  in  their  favor; 
I  should  like  to  attend  such  a  meeting,  and  listen  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  would  be  urged  in  their  support,  as  I  like  to  hear 
both  sides  of  all  questions ;  but  I  suppose  they  are  entirely 
indefensible.  I  fear  they  would  be  found  like  the  dissolving 
views  vou  have  been  entertained  with  this  evening,  which  could 
not  bear  the  light  of  this  chandelier,  feeble  as  it  was,  and  have 
serious  apprehensions  that  these  Commissions  would  not  be 
able  to  endure  a  light  much  feebler  still  than  that. 

j  REMARKS  OF  JOHX  C.  BULLITT. 

Mr.  Bullitt  seconded  the  Resolutions,  with  the  following  ob- 
servations: — 

Mr.  Chairman  :  It  is  proper  that  the  citizens  of  a  municipal 
corporation  should  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their 
sentiments  in  reference  to  any  matter  of  public  interest.  There 
is  probably  no  one  subject  of  more  pressing  importance  to  the 
people  of  this  city  than  the  one  we  are  here  to  consider. 
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It  involves  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money,  the 
convenience  of  the  public  in  transacting  both  public  and  private 
business,  the  beautifying  or  injuring  of  two  of  our  finest  avenues, 
and  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  control  their  own 

affairs  in  their  own  way. 

The  scheme  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  through  the 
Commission  selected  for  that  purpose  is  objectionable  for  vari¬ 
ous  reasons. 

It  must  strike  the  mind  of  every  one  who  will  consider  it,  as 
remarkable  that  the  Legislature  should  undertake  the  control 
of  a  matter  so  purely  local  in  its  character  as  the  erection  of 
the  municipal  buildings  in  this  city.  Generally,  this  is  a  matter 
left  to  the  management  of  the  local  authorities.  Why  should 
Philadelphia  be  an  exception  to  this  rule?  Yet  the  act,  the 
repeal  of  which  we  wish  to  procure,  does  undertake  this.  In 
the  first  section  of  that  act  the  Legislature  have  named  the 
persons  who  are  to  have  in  charge  the  erection  of  these  build¬ 
ings.  The  people  did  not  ask  for  the  appointment  of  these 
gentlemen.  Those  who  are  to  pay  the  taxes  which  they  are  to 
expend  had  no  voice  in  their  selection.  The  principle  is  wrong, 
and  mischievous  consequences  almost  always  flow  from  the 
adoption  of  an  erroneous  principle  in  public  affairs. 

The  propositions  for  the  creation  by  the  Legislature  of  a 
Poard  of  Public  Works,  of  a  Water  Commission,  and  a  Metro¬ 
politan  Police  Board  were  the  legitimate  results  of  the  creation 
of  this  board  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings. 

The  people  of  the  city  were  aroused  to  indignant  protest  by 
these  propositions.  They  realized  how  personal  ends  might  be 
served  at  the  expense  of  the  public ;  how  the  public  money 
might  be  squandered;  how  these  Commissions  might  saddle 
the  city  with  debts  beyond  her  ability  to  pay,  and  with  taxes 
too  heavy  to  be  borne.  The  effect  of  that  protest  was  that  a 
corporal’s  guard  could  not  be  found  among  the  members  of  the 

Legislature  to  sustain  those  propositions. 

Every  objection  that  was  urged  against  those  Commissions 

will  apply  with  equal  force  to  this  one. 

They  have  failed,  and  the  reasons  for  not  passing  them  de¬ 
mand  the  repeal  of  this.  _  .  . 

Again,  this  Commission  is  objectionable  because  it  is  sell 
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perpetuating.  They  may  “  fill  any  vacancies  which  may  hap¬ 
pen  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise.”  It  matters  not  whe¬ 
ther  they  may  manage  the  affairs  intrusted  to  them  well  or  ill ; 
whether  they  squander  our  money  recklessly  or  not ;  whether 
they  award  contracts  to  the  highest  or  lowest  bidders;  whether 
they  follow  the  example  of  some  of  the  public  functionaries  in 
other  cities,  and  put  money  in  their  pockets.  I  am  sure  we 
have  had  no  such  example  in  Philadelphia  heretofore.  It 
matters  not  how  loud  or  how  just  the  complaints  may  be 
against  them,  the  people  are  helpless.  They  are  a  close  cor¬ 
poration,  self-perpetuating,  and  able  to  defy  the  whole  power 
of  the  city. 

There  is  another  feature  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your  atten¬ 
tion.  There  is  no  limit  upon  the  amount  the  Commissioners 
may  see  fit  to  expend,  and  no  restraint  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  to  be  expended.  They  have  the  power  to  make  all 
needful  contracts  for  the  construction  of  said  buildings;  “which 
contracts  shall  be  valid  and  binding  in  law  upon  the  city,  when 
approved  by  a  majority  of  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners.” 
Councils  are  bound  to  11  levy  a  special  tax  sufficient  to  raise 
the  amount  required  by  the  Commission.”  If  Councils  should 
refuse  to  levy  the  tax  so  required,  they  could  be  compelled  to 
do  so  by  due  process  of  law. 

Is  this  right  ?  Is  it  expedient  ?  Is  it  in  accordance  with 
what  is  generally  conceived  to  be  prudent  in  the  expenditure 
of  public  money  ? 

If  the  smallest  appropriation  is  to  be  made  by  City  Councils, 
it  must  be  passed  by  the  majority  of  the  two  bodies  in  open, 
public  session,  and  then  the  public  have  a  still  further  protec¬ 
tion  in  the  veto  power  of  the  Mayor.  If  the  Councils  or  the 
Mayor  have  been  negligent,  reckless,  or  corrupt  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  their  duties,  they  are  amenable  to  the  public,  and  can 
be  held  so  at  the  polls.  But  not  so  with  this  Commission. 
Millions  may  be  voted  away  by  them  recklessly  and  corruptly. 
They  may  erect  palaces  out  of  the  commissions  on  the  con¬ 
tracts,  and  yet  the  public  authorities,  the  people,  the  taxpayers 
will  be  powerless  to  prevent  a  proposed  wrong,  and  equally  so 
to  restrain  its  constant  repetition. . 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  any  member  of  that  board  intends 
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to  do  anything  wrong.  My  remarks  are  applicable  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple,  not  to  the  individuals  composing  that  board. 

Our  government  is  founded  upon  a  system  of  checks  and 
balances.  Every  office-holder  should  be  responsible  to  some 
tribunal  for  his  official  conduct.  Have  we  arrived  at  that  state 
of  political  purity  that  we  can  afford  to  throw  away  the  ordinary 
safeguards  against  official  malfeasance  ? 

The  supposed  tendency  of  those  who  fill  public  positions  is 
toward  a  laxity  of  morals.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  such 
virtue  in  the  organization  of  a  board  for  the  erection  of  public 
buildings  as  is  likely  to  protect  its  members  from  the  usual 
frailties  of  human  nature. 

Is  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  a  position  to  try  any  such 
experiments  as  this  ? 

The  city  debt  has  now  reached  the  sum  of  $50,270,429.05.  It 
has  increased  within  ten  years  more  than  $20,000,000.  In  the 
year  1870  the  following  loans  were  authorized  by  Councils: — 


School  loan,  May  18,  1870, . $500,000 

Fairmount  Bridge  loan,  May  18,  1870, .  700,000 

South  Street  Bridge,  May  18,  1870,  ..*...  800,000 

To  redeem  ground-rents,  May  18,  1870, .  200,000 

Fairmount  Park  loan,  Ho.  2,  July  8,  1870,  ....  2,000,000 


Ho.  1  was  for  $4,000,000. 

Water  Works,  April  7,  1870, .  1,000,000 

Gas  Works,  May  18,  1870, .  1,000,000 


House  of  Correction,  September  and  November,  1870,  950,000 


$7,150,000 

The  loans  now  proposed  during  1871,  and  that  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  authorized,  are  : — • 

Water  loan,  . $2,120,000 

Loan  to  pave  Broad  Street, .  600,000 


Station-houses, .  300,000 

Girard  Avenue  Bridge, .  300,000 

Gas  loan, .  1,000,000 


$4,320,000 

Markets, .  75,000 


$4,395,000 
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The  estimated  expenses  of  the  various  depart¬ 
ments  for  the  year  1871  are . $9,622,740  33 

The  whole  value  of  property  as  furnished  by 
the  Board  of  Revision,  both  real  and  per¬ 
sonal,  is .  500,436,882  00 

The  tax  rate  on  this,  as  adopted,  will  produce  .  8,689,799  26 

Showing  a  deficiency  of .  $932,441  07 

This  will  have  to  be  carried  over  to  another  year  or  raised 
by  loans.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  every  item  of  loans 
is  so  much  added  to  the  permanent  or  funded  debt. 

We  have  now  this  heavy  amount  of  nearly  $10,000,000  to 
raise  by  taxation  for  the  ordinary  annual  expenses  of  the  city. 

We  have  now  in  process  of  construction  several  expensive 
bridges,  a  house  of  correction,  the  extension  and  improvement 
of  the  water-works  and  gas-works,  school-houses,  and  Fair- 
mount  Park.  The  loans  on  these  accounts  in  1870  were 
$7,150,000.  Loans  now  proposed  for  improvements  regarded 
as  necessary,  and  which  will  probably  be  authorized,  amount 
to  $4,395,000. 

Are  not  these  figures  calculated  to  produce  some  alarm  in 
the  minds  of  tax-payers  ? 

Some  years  ago,  when  the  debt  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
reached  $40,000,000,  it  was  regarded  as  enormous.  The  credit 
of  the  State  was  so  seriously  affected  that  the  State  loans  fell 
below  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar.  1  do  not  mean  to  assert  that 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  cannot  stand  a  debt  of  $50,000,000, 

nor  do  I  mean  to  sav  that  she  cannot  bear  taxation  at  the  rate 

«/ 

of  $10,000,000  per  annum.  But  it  is  a  heavy  load  to  stagger 
under,  and  the  tax-payers  of  the  city  should  consider  well  the 
consequences  of  having  such  unlimited  power  for  the  creation 
of  debt  intrusted  to  any  Board  or  Commission  without  being 
amenable  or  responsible  to  any  tribunal  or  the  public  for  their 
official  conduct. 

Nor  is  the  course  of  the  Commission  calculated  to  allay  ap¬ 
prehension.  It  is  usual,  when  any  great  public  work  is  to  be 
erected,  to  advertise  for  plans — to  call  into  requisition  the  best 
architectural  talent,  to  adopt  such  plan  as  seems  best  adapted 
for  the  purpose,  and  then  to  arrive  at  some  estimate  of  the 
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cost.  I  do  not  understand  that  this  has  been  done  in  this  in¬ 
stance. 

On  the  7th  of  March  a  report  from  the  committee  on  plans 
was  made  to  the  Board,  in  which  they  say : — 

“  The  material  for  exterior,  the  style  of  architecture  to  be 
finally  adopted,  the  degree  of  ornamentation  and  elaboration  to 
be  placed  upon  the  structure,  were  all  matters  which  might  be 
decided  upon  at  a  future  time.  If  the  ultimate  cost  of  the 
building,  as  a  whole,  should  exceed  the  real  or  fancied  antici¬ 
pations  of  individuals,  it  would  be  no  fault  of  the  Commissioners, 
so  long  as  they  did  their  duty  faithfully  and  with  a  proper 
regard  for  all  the  interests  of  the  city,  which  there  was  no  reason 
for  supposing  would  not  be  the  case.  But  whatever  might  be 
the  ultimate  determination  as  to  these  subsequent  details,  the 
general  ground-plan  of  the  new  buildings  had  been  adopted 
and  approved,  and  the  ground  was  to  be  cleared,  the  cellar  dug, 
and  the  foundations  laid.  Why  should  the  Commissioners 
withhold  their  hands  and  do  nothing  until  the  entire  plan,  to 
its  uttermost  detail,  had  been  concluded  on  ?  To  clear  the 
ground,  dig  the  cellar,  and  lay  the  foundations  will  be  work 
enough  for  the  present  building  season,  and,  in  the  meantime, 
the  further  plans  of  the  architect  can  be  perfected,  and  the 
work  be  in  a  condition  of  readiness  to  have  them  promptly 
proceeded  with  in  the  following  year.” 

From  this  I  understand  that  the  plans  of  the  building  have 
not  been  perfected  or  adopted.  Are  they  to  be  of  white  marble, 
granite,  or  red  sandstone?  Are  they  to  cost  $5,000,000,  or 
$25,000,000?  Who  can  tell?  Certainly  the  Board  cannot. 
Their  plans  are  not  perfected.  The  “ornamentation  and  elabo¬ 
ration”  are  to  be  left  to  the  future. 

It  is  just  this  sort  of  thing  which  I  think  is  to  be  feared.  It 
is  said  by  those  who  have  examined  into  it  that  the  proposed 
ground-plan  of  this  building  is  larger  than  that  of  the  capitol 
building  at  Washington  City. 

It  is  very  certain  that  nothing  but  a  very  fine  building  would 
answer  at  a  point  so  prominent  as  the  junction  of  Broad  and 
Market  streets. 

It  must  have  four  handsome  and  highly  architectural  fronts. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  capitol  extension  in  1851  was 


19 


$2,675,000.  Its  actual  cost  has  been  $8,500,000.  I  will  not 
undertake  to  say  what  the  cost  of  this  building  will  be.  We 
have  not  the  plans,  and  cannot  estimate  them.  But  that  the 
amount  must  be  frightfully  large  can  readily  be  predicted  from 
this  glance  at  the  necessity  arising  from  the  location,  and  the 
cost  of  the  capitol  building. 

A  Commission  intrusted  with  such  a  duty  begin  their  work 
without  a  plan,  and  necessarily  without  even  an  approximate 
estimate  of  costs.  If  this  thing  goes  on,  there  will  be  a  fearful 
reckoning  when  the  bills  for  “ornamentation  and  elaboration” 
come  to  be  settled. 

But  there  is  another  view  in  which  this  Commission  is  ob¬ 
jectionable. 

However  free  from  improper  influences  it  may  now  be,  when 
the  work  is  fairly  under  way  it  may  be  made  an  engine  of  cor¬ 
ruption  in  our  city  politics.  The  men  who  control  the  dis¬ 
bursing  of  the  money  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  control  the 
city  and  the  city  government. 

Look  at  it  as  you  may,  the  power  is  dangerous — the  principle 
is  wrong,  and  the  Legislature  should  repeal  that  act  without 
delay.  It  was  the  lavish  and  reckless  expenditure  of  money 
by  Napoleon,  and  the  corruptions  growing  out  of  it,  that  so 
demoralized  the  French  nation.  It  reduced  them  from  the 
first  position  in  Europe  to  the  lowest.  She  now  lies  in  her 
crushed  and  bleeding  condition — a  memorable  example  of  the 
effects  of  folly,  extravagance,  and  corruption. 

I  have  said  nothing  about  the  location  of  these  buildings.  I 
was  in  favor  of,  and  voted  for,  Washington  Square.  But  I 
should  be  opposed  to  this  Commission  whether  the  building  is 
at  one  point  or  the  other.  The  location  will  make  but  little 
difference  to  me,  in  one  sense.  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  retired 
from  active  business  life  before  they  are  in  use.  If  the  build¬ 
ings  are  to  be  erected  on  Penn  Square,  or  on  Market  Street,  let 
it  be  done  under  the  authorities  delegated  by  the  people  to 
manage  their  public  affairs.  Let  us  avoid,  if  possible,  treading 
any  further  upon  a  pathway  which  must  lead  to  political  pro¬ 
fligacy  and  corruption,  and  eventually  saddle  upon  the  tax¬ 
payers  of  the  city  a  load  of  debt  which  will  crush  her  energies 
and  destroy  her  prosperity. 
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Your  representatives  should  be  called  upon  to  insist  upon 
the  repeal  of  this  act  without  delay,  and  any  member  of  the 
Legislature  from  the  city  who  refuses  to  vote  for  its  repeal 
should  receive,  as  he  would  merit,  your  condemnation  whenever 
he  is  again  a  candidate  for  election  to  any  public  office. 

REMARKS  OF  HON.  RICHARD  YAUX. 

Mr.  Yaux  was  then  called  for,  and  was  greeted  with  round 
after  round  of  applause.  As  soon  as  order  was  restored,  he 
said : — 

Mr.  Chairman  :  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  discussion  of 
the  question  which  has  invited  your  consideration  this  evening 
is  to  be  without  prejudice  or  passion.  It  is  a  simple  one,  and 
appeals  to  neither.  In  our  system  of  government  there  is  one 
court  to  adjudicate  all  questions  that  come  before  it,  and  that 
court  is  the  people.  It  is  the  court  of  last  resort.  It  makes 
constitutions,  and  creates  legislatures,  judges,  and  executives. 
This  court  is  the  great  political  tribunal  from  which  there  is  no 
appeal.  Its  members  are  the  sovereigns  in  constitutional  repre¬ 
sentative  government.  They  have  first  to  think,  and  then  to 
act.  They  think  when  they  assemble  as  you  have  this  evening, 
and  they  act  when  they  meet  at  the  ballot-box. 

The  people  complain,  this  meeting  complains,  of  the  legisla¬ 
tive  action  of  what  is  called  the  Public  Buildings  Commission. 
They  complain  that  the  Legislature  has  acted  indiscreetly  and 
unwisely.  The  Legislature  has  the  constitutional  power  to 
make  laws.  It  makes  them  only  under  the  authority  £f  the 
Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth,*  and  if  it  makes  a  law  out¬ 
side  of  this  instrument,  the  judiciary,  the  courts,  decide  as  to 
its  lawfulness  or  constitutionality. 

The  Legislature  is  created  by  the  Constitution  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  as  the  sovereign  political  power  within  the  granted  au¬ 
thority  by  the  Constitution,  and  it  exercises  this  authority  in 

*  The  whole  law-making  power  of  the  State  is  committed  to  the  Legislature, 
with  certain  restrictions  and  limitations  imposed  on  that  body  by  the  Consti¬ 
tution.  Independently  of  those  limitations,  the  legislative  power  is  supreme 
within  its  proper  sphere. — [Supreme  Court  Reports,  8  Smith,  p.  824.  Known 
as  the  South  Street  Bridge  Case.] 
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making  laws.  Under  this  authority  the  Legislature  granted  a 
charter  to  the  people  of  Philadelphia  to  govern  their  own 
municipality.  It  renounced  all  right  to  interfere  in  such 
government,  for  if  it  be  true  that  there  is  a  concurrent  system 
of  legislation  between  the  Legislature  of  the  State  and  the 
legislative  power  of  this  city,  then  there  will  be  utter  confusion 
in  our  municipal  government.  This  is  a  fundamental  principle. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  it  is  not  within  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  to  make  laws,  but  I  do  maintain  that  there  was  a 
quasi  promise,  a  quasi  contract,  when  the  Legislature  gave  us 
our  charter,  that  they  would  not  interfere  in  our  municipal 
government.  I  maintain  that  this  was  the  implied  condition, 
that  when  they  gave  us  the  charter  they  admitted  that  the 
right  to  govern  themselves  was  vested  in  the  people.  The 
Legislature  acts  by  virtue  of  its  limitedly  supreme  political 
power,  and  therefore  it  has  no  concurrent  legislative  authority 
with  a  municipal  legislature,  created  by  it,  within  the  space  of 
municipal  legislation,  which  by  virtue  of  this  supreme  political 
power  it  granted  to  the  people  of  this  city. 

The  Legislature  has  more  right  to  legislate  for  the  people 
of  a  municipality  than  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  a 
right  to  legislate  concurrently  with  the  Legislature  of  a  State 
for  the  government  of  its  citizens,  because  a  Legislature  can 
repeal  the  city  charter,  but  Congress  has  no  constitutional 
authority  whatever  to  legislate  for  the  people  of  a  State.  Our 
Legislature,  in  the  exercise  of  its  political  power,  vested  in  the 
people  of  Philadelphia  the  right  to  legislate  for  themselves  by 
the  City  Councils,  the  local  legislature ;  and,  so  long  as  that 
right  exists,  the  State  Legislature  is  by  its  own  act  deprived  of 
any  pretext  to  interfere  in  our  city  affairs,  unless  it  repeals  the 
right  so  vested  in  the  city  legislature.  I  make  a  wide  distinc¬ 
tion  between  the  municipal  right  to  legislate  for  municipal  in¬ 
terests  which  are  undoubtedly  such,  and  objects  which  are  not 
admittedly  within  this  meaning.  For  purposes  not  so  circum¬ 
scribed  within  this  municipal  grant,  the  State  Legislature,  as 
the  sovereign  political  power,  vested  in  it  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  State,  may  legislate  for  a  municipal  government.  And  so 
of  any  other  corporation.  The  question  of  the  Buildings  Com¬ 
mission  is  a  subordinate  to  the  one  I  have  just  stated.  Whether 
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they  should  be  in  Penn  Square  or  Washington  Square,  I  care 
not.  But  I  do  maintain  that  the  people  of  this  city  shall  have 
the  right  to  say  where  they  shall  be  placed,  and  how  they  shall 
be  placed,  and  they  have  said  almost  unanimously  that  these 
two  great  avenues,  Market  and  Broad  Streets,  shall  not  be  closed 
forever.  What  has  been  the  result  of  this  impolitic  action  of 
the  Legislature  ?  They  created  a  Commission ;  they  em¬ 
powered  it  to  do  certain  things.  They  gave  it  greater  powers 
than  they  did  this  municipality  at  the  time  they  granted  its 
citizens  their  charter.  The  gentlemen  composing  this  Com¬ 
mission  at  once  commenced  to  do  a  thing  over  the  heads  of 
the  people,  and  one  to  which  nearly  every  citizen  was  op¬ 
posed,  as  yet  without  redress.  Do  you  want  a  better  argument 
against  the  impolitic  system  of  concurrent  legislation  between 
the  Legislature  of  a  State  and  the  legislative  power  of  a 
municipality?  Do  you  want  a  better  illustration  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  to  which  I  have  called  your  attention,  that  the  State 
Legislature  acts  only  in  its  political  character  as  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  sovereign  legislative  power  of  the  people,  and 
has,  by  granting  to  this  city  the  right  locally  to  legislate, 
renounced  all  authority  to  interfere  so  long  as  Councils  have 
the  power  to  make  municipal  laws.  The  people  here  are 
entitled  to  their  opinions,  and  to  the  right  to  express  those 
opinions,  and  that  man  is  an  enemy  to  constitutional  govern¬ 
ment  who  would  seek  to  oppress  another  because  he  does  not 
agree  with  him.  To  my  mind,  the  action  of  a  majority  of  the 
Commission  shows  that  the  Legislature  did  a  very  impolitic 
act  when  they  sought  to  take  from  the  people  of  this  munici¬ 
pality  the  right  to  legislate  for  themselves.  The  Commission 
commenced  at  once  to  exercise  the  powers  vested  in  it  by  the 
body  which  created  it.  In  the  dead  of  winter  they  cut  down 
all  the  trees  which  adorned  Penn  Squares,  until,  at  last,  it  re¬ 
sembled  a  clearing  on  the  frontiers.  From  that  time  nothing 
has  been  done.  Why?  Because,  from  that  time  until  the 
present  day,  they  have  been  quarrelling,  and,  even  now,  they 
are  no  nearer  agreeing  than  they  were  then.  Why  ?  They 
still  fear  that  the  people  do  not  want  the  buildings  to  be  erected 
on  the  intersection  of  the  two  grand  thoroughfares.  This  action 
of  the  Commission  was  an  insult  to  the  people.  It  was  a  defi- 
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ance  of  the  power  of  this  great  court  of  last  resort.  It  showed 
the  Commission  was  afraid  of  the  power  of  the  people,  and 
hence  sought  to  circumvent  their  action.  By  the  contest  made 
by  a  minority  of  this  Commission,  you  are  enabled  here  to-night 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  express  your  opinions.  Of  this 
minority,  one  gentleman  at  least  deserves  our  thanks.  He  stands 
to-day  above  reproach  or  suspicion,  and  it  would  be  unwise  in 
any  one  to  question  his  capacity  or  integrity.  So  far  as  I  have 
heard,  there  is  not  on  file  in  the  Legislature  any  petition  from 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  the  Legislature  to  confer  upon 
such  a  body  these  extraordinary  powers;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
petition  after  petition  has  gone  up  to  Harrisburg,  asking  the 
Legislature  to  let  us  alone,  and  to  let  us  legislate  for  ourselves. 
If  you  are  in  earnest  in  coming  here  to-night,  then  I  say  to  you, 
most  emphatically,  you  have  another  duty  to  perform,  and  that 
is  to  act.  You  must  begin  to  understand  (and  now  is  the  proper 
time  to  begin  to  so  understand)  that  because  a  man  differs  with 
you  upon  some  question  which  does  not  endanger  or  interfere 
with  your  private  affairs,  he  should  not  be  disqualified  from 
acting  for  you  in  a  legislative  capacity.  He  who  professes  to 
be  a  representative,  must  represent  the  wishes  of  the  people  he 
so  represents.  The  manner  of  selecting  your  public  servants 
must  be  based  upon  the  questions,  “  Is  he  honest  ?  is  he  capa¬ 
ble?”  This  is  the  conclusion  which  all  unprejudiced  and  fair- 
minded  citizens  will  arrive  at.  Let  us  alone ;  let  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  keep  their  hands  off  from  us  until  we  ask  them ;  send 
capable  men  to  Councils.  Teach  the  representative  he  must 
represent  the  will  of  his  constituents,  and  that  there  is  a  punish¬ 
ment  for  those  who  violate  the  faith  reposed  in  them.  Agree 
that  men  who  differ  with  one  another  on  some  questions,  will 
yet  make  proper  representatives  of  your  business,  municipal, 
and  State  interests.  Then,  having  met  here  to  think ,  begin  the 
performance  of  your  second  duty,  as  the  court  of  last  resort, 
begin  to  act.  Go  to  the  ballot-box,  that  it  may  speak  authorita¬ 
tively  your  minds  and  wills.  Elect  competent,  faithful  men  to 
State  Legislatures  and  to  city  legislatures.  Do  this,  and  in 
the  future  we  will  have  no  need  to  again  assemble  for  a  pur¬ 
pose  similar  to  that  which  has  brought  us  here  to-night. 

The  following  letter  was  then  read  by  Win.  E.  Littleton,  Esq. 
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LETTER  OF  IION.  CHARLES  GILPIN. 

No.  336  S.  13th  Street, 

March  24,  1871. 

I  cannot  be  present  to-night  at  the  meeting  of  citizens  in 
favor  of  the  abolition  of  the  Public  Buildings  Commission.  I 
am  in  favor  of  its  abolition. 

Neither  the  people  nor  the  Councils  of  the  city  asked  or 
desired  its  creation ;  both  are,  in  my  opinion,  opposed  to  its 
continuance ;  and  I  believe  the  people  will,  whenever  a  fair 
opportunity  is  afforded,  express  themselves  in  an  emphatic 
manner  against  its  continuance,  and  in  favor  of  its  entire  and 
immediate  abolition.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  GILPIN. 

REMARKS  OF  WM.  E.  LITTLETON,  ESQ. 

Fellow-Citizens  :  I  was  requested  to  read  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Gilpin,  and  also  to  say  a  few  words  to  you  upon  the  subject 
under  discussion ;  but,  after  the  very  able  addresses  to  which 
you  have  listened,  this  seems  hardly  necessary.  In  the  Coun¬ 
cils  of  the  city,  I  assisted,  as  best  I  could,  to  sustain  the 
Mayor’s  veto  of  the  ordinance  levying  the  special  tax  for  Pub¬ 
lic  Buildings  at  the  intersection  of  Broad  and  Market  streets. 
How  gratifying  it  is  to-night  to  see  this  vast  assemblage, 
eloquent  in  numbers,  in  approval  of  that  act ! 

But  I  am  not  here  to  detain  you  with  any  lengthy  discussion, 
although  hours  might  be  spent  in  showing  you  the  evils  of 
this  system  of  legislation.  Those  wh<*  have  already  addressed 
you,  however  they  may  have  differed  in  some  of  their  argu¬ 
ments,  all  unite  in  condemning  the  act  creating  this  Commis¬ 
sion,  for  the  reason,  above  all  others,  that  it  violates  that  great 
principle — the  Right  of  Self-Government — dear  to  all,  in  muni¬ 
cipal  as  well  as  in  national  affairs. 

You,  who  doubt  the  importance  of  the  great  question  before 
you,  look  abroad  and  witness  the  fate  of  nations  heedless  of 
their  rights  and  duties.  Look  at  France.  Her  Louis  Napo¬ 
leons  and  Barons  Hausmann  kindly  took  upon  themselves  the 
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task  of  governing  her,  and  her  people  blindly  consented. 
Where  is  she  to-day  ?  Prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  conqueror, 
and  Paris  in  the  hands  of  a  mob,  and  a  second  reign  of  terror 
inaugurated ! 

I  do  not  say  that  these  results  will  follow  here  the  inaugu¬ 
ration  of  this  system  of  ready-made  governments  for  a  free  peo¬ 
ple;  but  I  do  assert  that  great  evils  will  come  upon  us  if  we 
tamely  submit. 

Why,  I  ask,  should  the  people  in  distant  parts  of  the  State, 
who  cannot  know  our  necessities  or  measure  our  resources, 
why  should  they,  through  their  representatives,  claim  and  ex¬ 
ercise  the  right  of  management  over  our  purely  local  affairs. 
We  would  willingly  concede  to  them  the  privilege  of  control¬ 
ling  their  immediate  affairs;  is  it  asking  too  much  from  them, 
when  we  say,  give  to  us  the  right  to  manage  our  own  muni¬ 
cipal  matters  whenever  the  interests  of  the  State  at  large  are 
not  affected  ?  I  think  not. 

It  you  will  look  at  the  last  census,  you  will  see  that  there 
are  fifteen  States  in  the  Union,  each  of  which  has  a  less  popu¬ 
lation  than  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  yet  each  of  these  has 
its  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  its  Governor  and 
legislative  bodies.  With  each  of  these  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  in  all  its  material  interests,  can  well  compare ;  but  what 
a  system  of  government  is  provided  for  it  under  these  commis¬ 
sions!  There  may  be  evils  in  its  present  management,  but  I 
deny  that  this  is  the  mode  to  correct  them.  What  we  need  is 
clearly-defined  powers  for  our  local  government,  which  cannot 
be  interfered  with  or  taken  away.  If  ever  party  differences, 
which  now  divide  us,  shall  cease  to  affect  purely  local  affairs, 
then,  if  we  are  wise,  with  united  effort  we  will  claim  those 
privileges  which  should  be  exclusively  vested  in  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  great  city;  not  simply  to  be  demanded  on  the 
platform,  or  at  the  mass  meeting,  or  held  by  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  Legislature  for  the  time  being,  but  to  be 
written  in  the  organic  law  of  the  land,  there  to  abide  forever. 
Let  our  watchword  then  be,  “  Municipal  Rights  secured  by  Con¬ 
stitutional  Guarantees ,”  and  let  this  be  our  demand  made  to 
every  ambitious  man  in  the  State,  to  him  who  wants  to  be 
Governor  as  well  as  to  him  who  aspires  to  any  other  position, 
and,  rest  assured,  success  will  soon  be  ours.  • 
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REMARKS  OF  JOHN  HULME,  ESQ. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow- Citizens  :  I  beg  your  indul¬ 
gence  for  a  short  time.  This  being  my  first  appearance  on  any 
stage,  I  shall  be  brief,  and  only  touch  on  a  few  points  of  inte¬ 
rest. 

It  is  truly  very  refreshing  to  behold  such  a  rising  of  the 
people  as  here  presented,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  great 
wrongs.  It  is  right  they  should  so  assemble,  and  it  is  in  the 
right  place — for  here,  in  Philadelphia,  should  be  re-enacted 
the  declaration  of  independence  which  gives  to  the  people  the 
right  to  govern  themselves — the  great  fundamental  principle 
of  a  republican  government.  Then  let  us  rise  in  our  might 
and  reassert  our  manhood  and  capacity  for  self-government. 
Let  us  shake  off  forever  the  abominable  tyranny  of  rings,  with 
all  their  concomitant  corruptions. 

First.  We  have  Congressional  Rings,  granting  to  a  few  rail¬ 
road  manipulators  untold  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands,  thus 
sacrificing  the  richest  inheritance  any  nation  ever  possessed ;  a 
mine  of  wealth,  if  sufficiently  managed,  sufficient  to  pay  off  the 
national  debt,  and  save  the  people  from  burthensome  taxation. 

Second.  Legislative  State  Rings,  attempting  to  rob  the  sink¬ 
ing  fund  of  all  it  possesses,  under  pretence  of  building  a  rail¬ 
road  up  some  unknown  creek  in  the  mountains ;  also  granting 
commissions  to  a  few  irresponsible  persons  with  full  power  to 
plunder  the  people  by  unlimited  taxation. 

Third.  Municipal  Rings,  to  create  jobs  and  make  the  people 
pay  enormously  for  very  little  work.  Let  me  draw  your  at¬ 
tention  for  a  moment  to  a  comparison  I  desire  to  make.  Look 
inside  the  doors  of  nine-tenths  of  the  dwellings  of  the  rich  and 
poor  of  Philadelphia,  there  you  will  find  neatness,  cleanliness, 
order,  and  a  well-governed  messuage.  Why  is  this  ?  It  is  be¬ 
cause  therein  is  local  self-government,  a  government  controlled 
entirely  by  the  sovereign  inhabitants.  On  the  other  hand,  go 
outside  and  behold  the  work  of  Ring  Rule — filthy  streets,  cob¬ 
ble-stones  showing  their  hydra-heads,  crippling  horses  and  de¬ 
stroying  vehicles  of  every  kind. 

Mr.  Chairman,  by  way  of  example,  I  will  take  one  square — 
say  from  Broad  to  Fifteenth,  in  Walnut  Street — on  which  square 
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there  are  not  less  than  fifty  houses  which  are  subjected  to  an  ave 
rage  tax  of  not  less  than  $200  each,  equal,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
$10,000  for  that  square.  I  will  ask,  what  do  the  owners  of  this 
property  receive  in  return  for  this  exorbitant  tax  ?  They  get 
the  cobble-stones  scraped,  certainly  not  more  than  three  times 

per  year,  costing,  say . $150  00 

also  four  street  gas-lights  at,  say  ....  100  00 

and  a  quarter  of  a  watchman  at  ....  250  00 

that  is,  500  dollars  is  returned  on  a  tax  of  10,000  dollars.  So 
much  for  rings.  The  people  of  this  same  square,  if  allowed  to 
govern  themselves,  could  hire  a  man,  horse  and  cart  once 
a  week,  or  fifty  times  per  annum,  at  $4.00  per  day, 

amounting  to . $200  00 

cost  of  gas-light,  .  .  100  00 

and  a  whole  watchman  to  protect  them,  .  .  .  700  00 


making  a  total  cost,  well  done,  of  .  .  .  $1000  00 

No  wonder  the  city  is  burthened  with  debt.  No  wonder  the 
taxes  are  enormous,  and  the  value  of  property  in  consequence 
thereof,  falling.  Certainly  public  affairs  are  badly  or  reck¬ 
lessly  administered  by  those  who  are  selected  by  the  people, 
and  responsible  to  them  for  their  acts.  What  must  be  expected 
from  the  expenditure  of  millions  by  a  Commission  who  have 
procured  their  own  selection,  and  who  are  not  responsible  for 
their  acts  to  either  courts,  councils,  or  people  ? 

It  is  clear  to  me  that  unless  reforms  are  immediately  inaugu¬ 
rated  by  the  influence  of  such  meetings  as  we  witness  here 
to-night,  bankruptcy  and  repudiation  and  disgrace  will  be  in¬ 
evitable — perhaps  something  worse,  revolution.  A  great  states¬ 
man  once  declared  that  all  governments,  no  matter  what  their 
form ,  maintained  their  existence  solely  on  two  conditions — 
first  the  willingness,  and  second  the  capacity  of  the  people  to 
bear  the  burthens  of  taxation  to  support  them.  It  is  very 
rapidly  becoming  a  question  of  capacity  only ;  this  will  soon 
be  apparent  if  commissions  are  allowed  unlimited  power  to  add 
to  the  present  onerous  taxation. 

We,  the  people,  begin  to  think  that  a  national  debt  is  not 
much  of  a  blessing,  nor  do  we  believe  that  selectman  Lynd’s 
monument  of  Indebtedness  to  leave  to  our  children  and  grand- 
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children  to  pay  for,  will  be  properly  appreciated  as  showing 
our  wisdom.  Such  a  monument  will  be  the  proposed  Public 
Buildings  under  the  Commission. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  after  having  said  so  much  of 
the  dangers  of  Bing  Buie,  I  will  now  announce  that  there  is 
one  Bing  that  myself  and  every  one  here  present  are  in  favor 
of,  and  that  is,  the  ring  of  the  good  old  constitutional  bell 
which  in  olden  times  declared  the  sovereignty  of  the  people, 
and  their  right  to  manage  their  own  local  affairs  as  they  thought 
fit.  Then  let  us  ring  that  glorious  bell  once  more,  so  that  it 
may  be  heard  throughout  the  land,  and  make  known  to  all  the 
people  thereof  that  the  sovereigns  of  Philadelphia  have  re¬ 
enacted  the  declaration  of  independence,  and  spurn  the  aid  of 
legislative  rings  to  govern  them. 

The  question  on  the  Besolutions  being  put,  they  were  adopted 
with  only  one  dissentient  voice.  The  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  on  the  Committee  to  visit  Harrisburg : — 


COMMITTEE. 


Matthew  Baird. 
Lindley  Smyth. 

J.  Gillingham  Fell. 
James  L.  Claghorn. 


Hon.  James  Page. 


Hon.  Richard  V aux. 


Wm.  E.  Littleton. 


Geo.„W.  Biddle. 
Geo.  S.  Repplier. 
Chas.  J.  Biddle. 


Henry  C.  Gibson. 

Henry  C.  Carey. 

N.  B.  Browne. 

George  Whitney. 

Henry  Windsor. 

Seth  I.  Comly. 

Caleb  Cope. 

Clement  Biddle. 

Thomas  Webster. 

Hon.  Charles  Gilpin. 
James  C.  Hand. 

Hon.  Alexander  Henry. 
Edward  C.  Knight. 

R.  Rnndle  Smith. 
Edward  Hoopes. 

Chris.  J.  Hoffman. 

L.  P.  Ashmead. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Findlay. 

W.  Russell  West. 


John  Campbell. 
Townsend  Ward. 
John  0.  James. 


Benjamin  Marshall. 


T.  Horace  Brown. 
B.  B.  Thomas. 
Jos.  T.  Thomas. 


R.  Nebinger. 

Edward  Morwitz,  M.  D. 
John  T.  Montgomery. 
Wm.  D.  Wetherill. 
John  Hulme. 

James  E.  Gowan. 
James  Magee. 

Wm.  M.  Baird. 

Hon.  John  Robbins. 
Hon.  Sami.  J.  Randall. 
Charles  T.  Parry. 


John  C.  Bullitt. 
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Richard  AValmsly. 

W.  W.  Kurtz. 

Le  Roy  Kramer. 

Edward  Armstrong. 

J.  Dickinson  Logan,  M.  D. 

George  Day. 

This  Committee,  on  its  return 
following 


Hon.  Km,  Y.  Pettit. 

A.  J.  Beaumont. 

John  L.  Lawson. 

John  B.  Parker. 

J.  H.  Collins. 

Edward  Penington,  Jr. 

from  Harrisburg,  made  the 


REPORT. 

The  .Committee  appointed  by  the  meeting  of  Friday,  March 
25th,  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  and  Governor  the  resolu¬ 
tions  protesting  against  the  continued  existence  of  a  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  erection  of  Public  Buildings,  have  the  honor  to 
report : — 

That  they  proceeded  to  Harrisburg  on  Wednesday,  March 
29th,  and  were  received  by  the  members  of  the  Senate  on  the 
evening  of  that  day,  and  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Thursday.  In  these  interviews,  which  were  prolonged,  they 
earnestly  pointed  out  to  the  members  of  both  houses  the  mon¬ 
strous  nature  of  the  powers,  hitherto  unparalleled  in  this  country, 
which  had  been  conferred  upon  the  Commission,  without  the 
excuse  of  a  single  petition  or  public  application  therefor  on 
the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia.  It  wras  shown  that 
the  obnoxious  acts  deprived  our  city  of  the  fundamental  rights 
of  self-government  by  arming  a  few  citizens,  not  chosen  by  the 
people,  with  the  unlimited  right  of  taxation,  and  of  expending 
the  public  treasure  without  check  or  supervision.  That  the 
unrestricted  tenure  of  office  and  power  of  filling  vacancies  con¬ 
stituted  these  citizens  a  close  corporation,  which,  for  an  inde¬ 
finite  time,  would  have  at  its  mercy  all  the  taxable  property  of 
the  community,  and  that  the  existence  of  such  a  body  was 
ominous  of  future  political  and  public  corruption.  That  in  so 
far  as  the  plans  of  the  Commission  had  as  yet  been  suffered  to 
reach  the  knowledge  of  the  public,  they  portended  a  vast  and 
extravagant  expenditure,  wholly  beyond  the  ability  of  the  city 
to  endure,  threatening  bankruptcy  when  added  to  the  large  ex¬ 
isting  debt  of  the  municipality.  These  truthful  representations 
fastened  the  attention  of  all  the  members,  and  elicited  from  some 
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of  them  strong  expressions  of  denunciation,  which  were  height¬ 
ened  by  the  statement  of  a  member  that  the  act,  so  fraught 
with  evil,  had  been  passed,  without  being  printed ,  through  both 
houses  on  the  same  day,  thus  precluding  all  opportunity  of  pro¬ 
per  consideration  by  the  Legislature,  and  all  chance  of  remon¬ 
strance  on  the  part  of  the  community  whose  rights  it  took 
away. 

After  leaving  the  Hall  of  Representatives,  the  Committee 
was  received  in  the  Executive  Chamber  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth,  who,  after  courteously  listening  to  the  address 
of  the  Committee,  stated,  in  reply,  that  he  had  held  the  bill  in 
question  for  several  months  before  signing  it,  and  had  ouly  done 
so  on  the  urgent  representations  of  a  number  of  individuals  who 
had  visited  Harrisburg  for  the  purpose.  He  was  free  to  admit 
that  an  attempt  to  exercise  such  powers  over  the  people  of  the 
rural  districts  could  not  be  practised  with  impunity ;  that  the 
principles  of  the  act  involved  “  very  serious  danger,  affecting 
our  form  of  government,”  and,  in  short,  that  it  was  “  a  monster 
hardly  to  be  tolerated.” 

The  Committee,  representing  as  it  did  a  community  so  ear¬ 
nestly  anxious  for  the  repeal  of  the  act  in  question,  found  no 
one  who  ventured  fully  to  defend  it,  and  they  feel  confident  that 
the  mission  with  which  they  were  intrusted  has  not  been  with¬ 
out  effect. 


The  act  which  created  the  Building  Commission  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  ERECTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  all  the  Public  Buildings  required  to 
accommodate  the  Courts,  and  for  all  Municipal  purposes,  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  and  to  require  the  appropriation  by  said  City,  of  Penn  Square, 
at  Broad  and  Market  Streets,  to  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Franklin  Institute,  and  the  Philadelphia  Library, 
in  the  event  of  the  said  Square  not  being  selected  by  a  vote  of  the  people 
as  the  site  for  the  Public  Buildings  for  said  City. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same ,  That 
Theodore  Cuyler,  John  Rice,  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  John  Price 
Wetherill,  Lewis  C.  Cassidy,  Henry  M.  Phillips,  William  L. 
Stokes,  William  Devine,  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
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and  the  Presidents  of  Select  and  Common  Councils,  for  the  time 
being:,  are  constituted  Commissioners  for  the  erection  of  the  Public 
Buildings  requisite  to  accommodate  the  courts,  and  for  all  muni¬ 
cipal  purposes,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  who  shall  organize 
within  thirty  days,  procure  such  plans  for  said  buildings  adapted 
to  either  of  said  sites  hereinafter  named,  as  in  their  judgment  may 
be  needful ;  appoint  of  their  own  number,  a  President,  and  from 
other  than  their  own  number,  a  Secretar}7,  Treasurer,  Solicitor,  a 
competent  Architect  and  assistants,  and  other  emplo}rees ;  fix  the 
compensation  of  each  person  employed  b}7  them,  and  do  all  other 
acts  necessary  in  their  judgment  to  carry  out  the  intent  of  this  act 
in  relation  to  said  Public  Buildings  ;  fill  any  vacancies  which  may 
happen  by  death ,  resignation ,  or  otherwise ,  and  if  in  the  judgment 
of  said  Commission ,  they  shall  deem  it  advisable  to  increase  their 
number ,  they  may ,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  their  whole  number , 
increase  said  Commission  from  time  to  time  to  any  number  not 
exceeding  thirteen.  The  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  author¬ 
ized  and  directed  to  locate  said  buildings  on  either  Washington 
Square  or  Penn  Square,  as  may  be  determined  by  a  vote  of  the 
legally  qualified  voters  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  next 
general  election  in  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sevent}7,  and  the  Sheriff  shall  issue  his  proclamation,  and  the  City 
Commissioners  and  other  proper  officers  of  said  City  shall  provide 
all  things  that  may  be  needful  to  enable  the  voters  to  decide  by 
ballot  their  choice  of  a  site  for  said  Public  Buildings,  and  the 
return  clerks  shall  certify  to  the  Prothonotary  the  result  of  said 
election  in  the  usual  form  required  for  other  elections.  And  as 
soon  as  said  choice  is  determined  by  a  vote  of  the  people,  as  pro¬ 
vided  in  this  act,  the  said  Commissioners  shall,  within  thirty  da}7s 
thereafter,  advertise  for  proposals,  and  make  all  needful  contracts 
for  the  construction  of  said  buildings,  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be 
found  practicable,  which  contracts  shall  be  valid  and  binding  in 
law  upon  the  city ,  and  upon  the  contractors ,  when  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  ;  and  the  said  Com¬ 
missioners  shall  make  requisition  on  the  Councils  of  said  city , 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  December  in  each  year,  for  the  amount  of 
money  requisite  by  them  for  the  purposes  of  the  Commission  for 
the  succeeding  year ,  and  said  Councils  shall  levy  a  special  tax , 
sufficient  to  raise  the  amount  so  required .  Provided ,  That  said 
Councils  may  at  any  time  make  appropriations  out  of  the  annual 
tax  in  aid  of  the  purposes  of  this  act.  And  provided  further,  That 
the  amount  to  be  expended  by  said  Commissioners  shall  be  strictly 
limited  to  the  sum  required  to  satisfy  their  contracts  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  said  buildings,  and  for  the  proper  and  complete  furnishing 
thereof;  and  as  soon  as  any  part  of  said  buildings  maybe  com¬ 
pleted  and  furnished  ready  for  occupancy,  they  shall  be  occupied 
by  the  courts  or  such  branch  of  the  municipal  government  as  they 
are  intended  for  by  said  Commissioners ;  and  upon  the  completion 
of  a  sufficient  portion  of  said  buildings  to  accommodate  the  courts 
and  municipal  offices,  the  buildings  now  occupied  by  them  respec¬ 
tively  shall  be  vacated  and  removed;  and  upon  the  entire  completion 
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of  the  new  buildings,  all  the  present  buildings  on  Independence 
Square,  except  Independence  Hall,  shall  be  removed,  and  the 
ground  placed  in  good  condition  by  said  Commission,  as  part  of 
their  duty  under  this  act,  the  expense  of  which  shall  be  paid  out  of 
their  general  fund  provided  by  this  act,  thereupon  the  said  Inde¬ 
pendence  Square  shall  be  and  remain  a  public  walk  and  green  for¬ 
ever. 

And  be  it  further  provided ,  That  in  the  event  of  Washington 
Square  being  selected  by  a  majority  of  votes  as  the  location  for  the 
said  Public  Buildings,  then  and  in  that  event  the  Councils  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  are  hereby  authorized,  empowered,  and 
required  to  set  apart  for  and  convey  by  proper  deeds  or  grants  of 
conveyance,  or  by  proper  assurances  of  the  right  to  occupy  said 
squares,  which  the  Mayor  of  Philadelphia  shall  duly  sign  and  exe¬ 
cute  under  the  seal  of  said  city,  the  four  squares  of  ground,  known 
as  Penn  Square,  located  at  the  intersection  of  Broad  and  Market 
streets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  laid  down  on  the  present  map 
of  said  cityr,  one  to  each  of  the  following  institutions  :  the  Academy 
of  Fine  Arts,  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Franklin  Insti¬ 
tute,  and  the  Philadelphia  Library,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  them 
to  erect  thereon  ornamental  and  suitable  buildings  for  their  respec¬ 
tive  institutions.  The  location  of  such  buildings  and  the  plans 
thereof  to  be  approved  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  under 
this  act,  and  their  successors  in  office,  together  with  the  time  of 
erection,  and  all  other  matters  appertaining  thereto:  Provided , 
however ,  That  all  expenses  connected  with  said  conveyances,  plans, 
and  other  information  requisite  for  the  said  Commission  to  have, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  institutions  respectively.  In  the  event  of  the 
ultimate  selection  of  Penn  Square  as  the  site  for  said  Public  Build¬ 
ings,  the  said  Commission  shall  have  authority  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  to  vacate  so  much  of  Market  and  of  Broad  streets, 
as  they  may  deem  needful:  Provided ,  however,  That  the  streets 
passing  around  said  building  shall  not  be  of  less  width  than  one 
hundred  feet.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Mayor,  the  City  Con¬ 
troller,  City  Commissioners,  and  City  Treasurer,  and  all  other 
officers  of  the  city,  and  also  the  duty  of  the  Councils  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  to  do  and  perform  all  such  acts  in  aid  and  promotion 
of  the  intent  and  purpose  of  this  act  of  Assembly,  as  said  Commis¬ 
sion  may  from  time  to  time  require.  All  such  laws  and  parts  of 
laws  restricting  the  uses  and  purposes  of  said  squares,  or  any  of 
them,  that  may  be  in  conflict  with  the  intention  and  purpose  of  this 
act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

B.  B.  STRANG, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

CHARLES  H.  STINSON, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  fifth  day  of  August,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy. 


JOHN  W.  GEARY. 
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Diagram  showing  the  Comparative  size  of  the  CAPITOL  EXTENSION  at  Wash-j 
ington,  and  of  the  BUILDING  proposed  at  the  INTERSECTION  OF 
BROAD  AND  MARKET  STREETS. 


Area  of  Pub  lie  BuiltluujS  42 5X41. j 


What  is  known  as  the  “Capitol  Extension,”  consists  of  two  wings,  added 

the  Old  Capitol,  at  Washington.  It  was  commenced  In  1851’  ?"d,h?s 
been  finished  After  the  plans  were  drawn  and  proposals  obtained,  its  cost  was  est 
mated  at  $^75, 000;  buHts  actual  cost  has  been  $8,»0,000  of  wh.dt  the  Dome 
supposed  to  have  absorbed  about  one  million.  Each  wing  is  142  x  239  feet,  the  who 
with  porticos  and  corridors,  covering  a  surface  of  about  82,200  square  feet  in  a  . 

The  above  diagram,  drawn  to  a  scale,  shows  that  these  two  wings  of  the  Capita 
so  large  and  so  expensive,  could  both  be  placed  inside  of  the  bui  mg  prop  ; 
the  Intersection,  and  leave  around  them  a  space  equal  to  themselves  The  dime, 
sions  of  the  Intersection  Building  are  415  x  425  feet,  covering  an  area  of  176  3^ 
square  feet,  or  more  than  double  that  of  both  wings  of  the  Capitol  taken  togette 

In  fact,  the  whole  Capitol  at  Washington,  old  and  new,  only  covers  *  suifii 
of  153,112  square  feet.  The  Intersection  Building,  as  stated  abov e,  will  e°  e  _ 
325  square  feet.  It  has  a  court-yard  of  140  x  197  leet,  and  it  this  is  deducted 
the  total  it  will  leave  an  area  of  solid  building  148,795  square  feet,  or  practical 
the  same  as  «.e  Capitol.  The  Dome  of  the  Capitol  is  288  feet  lugl.,  "**«**£ 
designed  for  the  Intersection  is  292  feet -  or  lour  feet  higher.  T  et  in  this  stupe 
dons  pile  there  are  to  be  no  more  court-rooms  than  our  judges  already  have,  ai 
some  of  the  courts  and  the  City  Treasurer  have  to  be  placed  in  the  third  story. 

As  the  Capitol  extension  has  cost  $8,500  000-of  which  about 
expended  before  the  war,  at  low  prices— and  as  the  Intersection  Building  w 
about  80  per  cent,  larger,  it  will  not  be  safe  to  estimate  for  the  latter  a  cost  of 

tl,an B*v  Mr0Cora ELI ,’s  bill,  the  buildings  are  to  occupy  the  blocks  from  Tlv irteeh 
to  Broad  and  from  Broad  to  Fifteenth,  through  to  Filbert  These  plots con  a 
285,000  square  feet  of  available  building  space.  It  is  not  likely ,  theretoie, 
buildings  placed  on  them  would  cost  less  than  the  Intersection  plan. 


